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PEIRCE  
is the college 

that really works 
for working 

adults.
Even after 

graduation.

Connect with the Alumni Association

Alumni Board 
Elections

Elections will be held in 
Spring 2012 for two-year 

terms on the Alumni 
Association Board. 

Members work with the 
Peirce community to 

better connect alumni 
with one another and 
the College. For a self-
nomination package, 

contact Rosemary 
Connors by 12/8 at 

alumni@peirce.edu or 
call 215.670.9003.

Whether you first walked through the 
doors of 1420 Pine Street and into the 
Peirce School, Peirce Junior College, or 
Peirce College, the Alumni Association 
is developing programs and services 
recognizing your lifelong connection  
with Peirce.

The Alumni 
Association 
is working 
to bring 
Peirce people 
together 
for their 
professional 
and personal 
development. 
Check out the 
variety of ways 
the members 
of the Peirce 
alumni family 
are staying connected.

Social Events: The Alumni 
Association’s first social occasion of 
the year was a wine tasting hosted 
at the College in July. Other events 
planned include a series of receptions 
in the suburbs, which began in Wayne, 
PA on November 18; quarterly happy 
hours in downtown Philadelphia 
starting December 1; and of course, 
the annual Spring Reception.

Career Events: On October 5, over 60 
alumni and students were on hand for 
Career Development Services (CDS)’s 
“Mocktails” - a networking reception. 
Participants enjoyed specialty non-
alcoholic cocktails like the “Peirce-tini” 

while carrying on the important business 
of sharpening networking skills. Other  
fall workshops included a resume clinic 
and a virtual open house. While CDS 
programs for alumni are often offered  
on campus, others are available both 
onsite and online.

Professional 
Affinity Events:  
The Paralegal 
Student Association 
held a networking 
event on November 
15 to which alumni 
were invited. A 
keynote address 
by Daniel Siegel, 
Esq. focused on 
advances in the legal 
technology arena. 
The Information 
Technology Student 

Association is planning a networking 
event for IT professionals in the spring.

Service Opportunities: Alumni joined 
in October’s “Philly Cares Day”, an 
annual city-wide community service 
event, working on various projects to 
enhance the Roberto Clemente Middle 
School in Philadelphia. Alumni also have 
been sharing their experiences while 
encouraging prospective students by 
speaking at Admissions Open Houses  
held both on and off campus.

A calendar of events with details is on  
the back page, or check the website 
at www.peirce.edu/alumni. For more 
information, email alumni@peirce.edu  
or call 215.670.9323.

Alumni Association Board Member Greg Broomer ’03 
networks at “Mocktails” Reception
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FACULTY 
FOCUS:  
Brandi Brice
The new Peirce 
College Criminal 
Justice Associate 
Degree program 
approaches 
the study of 

Criminal Justice from both a practical 
and theoretical perspective. Brandi 
Brice, Assistant Professor, Legal 
Studies, is uniquely qualified to lead 
this initiative. 

Before joining the Legal Studies 
faculty in March, she had served as 
both an Assistant City Solicitor and  
an Assistant District Attorney for the 
City of Philadelphia. Professor Brice 
earned her undergraduate, law degree 
and masters in Taxation from Temple 
and has also taught as an adjunct 
with the University of Phoenix. She 
currently serves as the Vice Chair 
of the Board of Governors of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association. 

Brandi Brice

Professor Brice knows that Peirce’s 
working adult population will be 
well served by the new program, 
stressing its practicality and 
applicability. “Students will benefit 
from the expanding criminal justice 
industry in this area, and the need 
for people to come into these new 
jobs with new ideas”, she notes. The 
multitude of career options for those 
pursuing this new degree include 
law enforcement, corrections officer, 
probation and parole supervision, 
private security, and jobs that fall 
under the law enforcement umbrella 
like investigative work.

The first classes offered - Introduction 
to Criminal Justice and Criminal  
Court Systems – will start in January 
2012. In addition to developing 
the curriculum, Professor Brice also 
looks forward to helping students 
gain valuable experience through 
internships, as well as develop their 
business networks: she stands by 
belief in the idea that “it’s what you 
know AND who you know” that allows 
you to succeed professionally. 

Give to the Annual Fund
Peirce has been in the business of 
transforming lives personally and 
professionally since we first opened 
our doors in 1865. We continue to 
support the goals of our current 
students in this tradition, as we live 
out our vision of being the college 
that really works for working adults.

To do all which we must do for our 
learning community, we rely on 
the continued financial support of 
our graduates through the Peirce 
College Annual Fund. Your support 
of the Fund directly enhances the 
quality of student life by providing 
dollars that enable us to increase 
financial aid availability, purchase 
instructional equipment, and build 
library resources. 

Your donation, no matter what the 
size, is important - it give us the 
critical flexibility we need to focus 
on the day-to-day demands of 
educational enhancement.  
Remember, if you donate before 
December 31, you will maximize  
your charitable tax-deductable 
benefits for 2011.

For details and to give online, visit 
the Peirce website at www.peirce.edu/
alumni. You can also mail a check to 
Peirce College, Office of Institutional 
Advancement, 1420 Pine Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. 

For more information, contact 
215.670.9323. Thank you in  
advance for your generosity in  
giving our students the  
opportunities they deserve.

President’s 
Note

State 
of the 
College

The editor asked me to provide a 
state of the College in 190 words. 
There are so many good things 
happening at Peirce these days that 
is a real challenge. So, wasting no 
words, here are the highlights:

Enrollment Growth - In the first 
fall session, we are serving 135 
more students than we did at the 
same time last year. We have had 
395 new students join us so far in 
2011 compared with 356 at the 
same time last year. 

Program Expansion - The 
College’s new health care programs 
are well populated and the 
inaugural class of the new criminal 
justice program is taking shape.  
A new Student Success Seminar 
was also launched in September. 

Institutional Accreditation - 
The Middle States Commission 
on Higher Education recently 
conducted its decennial site visit 
and reaffirmed the College’s 
institutional accreditation.

Renovations - Renovations of the 
College’s facilities were completed 
in their entirety this past summer. 

Alumni Association - The new 
Peirce Alumni Association is fully 
operational. The association is 
hosting events to engage alumni 
and actively participating in the 
College’s Admissions and Career 
Development activities. 

Thanks to a highly dedicated 
community, the College continues 
to make significant progress in 
many areas.

James J. Mergiotti

Open the Doors of Opportunity at Peirce
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Thomas May Peirce Society

($25,000 and higher)

Lawrence Scanlan 

W.W. Smith Charitable Trust 

Chairman’s Circle 

($5,000 to $24,999)

Lomax Family Foundation 

Estate of Alice C.  
McCausland ’27 

Nationwide Insurance 
Foundation 

J. Linford Snyder ’33 

Katy K. Theroux 

President’s Roundtable

($2,500 to $4,999)

Barbella Digital, Inc. 

Margaret A. McCausland 

James J. Mergiotti 

Barbara A. Prutzman 

C. Dennis ’59 and  
Anita Vogel ’59 

Cornerstone Society

($1,000 to $2,499)

Thomas Bajus 

Joseph F. Barstys 

Stephanie M. Boyd 

Renée Byng Branch ’90 

Peter A. Caputo 

Alphonso Dinson 

Dranoff Properties 

Estate of Evelyn R. Gerling ’37 

Gregory/FCA Communications 

Reynold F. Keller ’65 

Edward J. Mansfield 

Martin S. Mirman 

William H. Morgan ’87 

Pat Rucker 

Margaret E. Sofio 

Joseph P. Tamney ’70

James M. Vitale 

Charles A. Wright III 

Steven W. Wurtz ’08 

Edward W. Yost ’50 

Blue and Gold Club

($500 to $999)

Dennis F. Barbee 

Vito Chimenti 

Rosemary F. Connors 

Gail DiGiacomo 

Harriet S. Golen 

Robert R. Hollenbach ’48 

William J. Kirkwood ’71 

Lisa Lorette Paris 

Priority Management 
Associates 

Marvin Rosenbaum ’50 

Rita Toliver-Roberts 

Daniel A. Winters ’50 

Elizabeth H. Yerkes ’51

Benefactor

($250 to $499)

Advance Transportation 
Company,Inc. 

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co./
Gallagher Bassett Services 

Harold L. Barndt ’52 

John J. Basquill ’82 

Bonus Marketing, Inc. 

Karen M. Briggs 

Harry N. Brown ’65 

Amy A. Caliendo 

Albert G. Cederstrom ’43 

Chef’s Market, Inc. 

Uva C. Coles 

Maureen DiLeggi 

Frederica C. Flippen ’07 

Linda S. Gloss ’69 

Marie Gould 

William Hawkins

Brad Hodge 

Iris Creative Group, Inc. 

Line Systems Inc. 

Linda L. Luchs ’67 

Joseph A. Masino ’62 

Alice K. Murphy 

Pryor & Arlene Neuber 
Charitable Trust 

Richard Phillips ’68 

Clement P. ’48 and  
Elizabeth Piscitelli ’48 

Fred D. Poellnitz 

Brian Rosenthal 

Jerry A. Smith ’72 

Linda H. Squirrell ’68 

Friend of Peirce

($1 to $249)

Marshall Abramson ’64 

Samuel N. Alwine ’69 

Harold H. Angle ’42 

William R. Archer ’66 

Henry John Armstrong 

Kathleen V. Ashenfelter ’06 

Justine Baker 

Charles M. Ball ’78 

Paul Ballentine 

Fred A. Barfoot 

Rose Anne M. Bartolino ’69 

Richard W. Baum ’65 

Avis E. Beck ’52 

Joann S. Berger ’50 

Jovanna A. Bevilacqua ’81 

Steven W. Bird 

Patricia D. Blacker 

Ruth S. Blair ’37 

Gunther Blob ’55 

Arthur R. Bohus ’73 

Reuben Brent Jay Bolden ’08 

Frank J. Bompadre ’66 

Janet D. Bond ’50 

Richard Boorse ’50 

MaryAnne E. Borysowski ’75 

David A. Boucher ’72 

David B. Brady ’75 

Frank Brodsky ’53 

Thomas Brownlie ’66 

Michael J. Buchheit ’62 

Marjarie Burnett ’99

Frank A. Burr ’65 

James R. Bush ’70 

Robert A. Calhoun ’65 

Robin Campbell ’84

Susan D. Carrocino ’82 

Robert M. Carroll ’64 

Theresa A. Chase ’57 

Chevron Matching  
Grants Program 

Gilbert S. Cohen ’55 

Alritus R. Collins ’05 

Janet M. Conley ’50 

Eleanor D. Conrad ’47 

Randy Coverdale 

John A. Cowan ’73 

Patrick Coyle 

Linda G. Craig ’68 

Shirley M. Crowley ’48 

Melinda Czyzewski 

Linda D. Daley ’07 

Gerald A. Dallahan ’70 

Mark P. Dallura ’69 

Theresa E. Davis ’03 

Lorapearl M. De Martini ’49 

Lewin M. Deery ’56 

Edwin D. Dewees ’61 

Anne J. DiFabio ’72 

Kristine M. DiGiacomo ’83 

James M. Donahue Jr. ’75 

Alice N. Dougherty ’65 

Harry E. Ellis ’69 

2011 HONOR ROLL  
OF DONORS

The continued generosity of our alumni and  

friends is a source of deep pride and enormous 

gratitude among the Peirce College community. 

Your support has made the dream of attending 

Peirce College a reality for countless numbers of 

students, who otherwise would be unable to accept 

Peirce’s offer of admission. The Honor Roll of 

Donors lists all donors who made a contribution 

between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011. The Honor 

Roll recognizes alumni, friends, corporations and 

foundations by giving level. Every effort has been 

made to ensure the roster is complete and accurate.
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Michael G. Enz ’85 

Rose Epstein ’43 

Marie T. Faubell ’77 

Victor Fante ’71

Eugene C. Fazzie ’70 

Harry Feld ’58 

Karen K. Fetter ’66 

George C. Filippi ’65 

Brian R. Finnegan 

Michael J. Fitzgerald ’77 

Dorothy J. Forvour ’63 

Joseph A. Francano ’60 

Joan E. Fratz ’50 

Joseph N. Fusco ’50 

Nancy E. Gabrielson ’61 

Therese Gallagher 

Craig S. Gaul ’74 

Margaret M. Gavin ’51 

Ruth P. Geiss ’45 

Stefan Georgiev 

Bruce F. Gilbert ’68 

Margaret E. Green-Witt ’39 

Gilda C. Gregori ’86 

Gwendolyn W. Grimm ’47 

Craig Gsell 

Dorothy L. Hagdorn ’68 

Harold M. Hallman ’55 

Carol O. Hammond ’65 

Thomas P. Handwerk ’38 

Clifford S. Harrison ’66 

George W. Heiser ’35 

Rudolph J. Herzog ’65 

Verdell B. Hicks ’73 

Cheryl A. Hollins ’78 

Guy V. Hoover ’35 

Marian E. Humbert ’83 

Barbara A. Hunzer ’85 

IBM Corporation 

Ismaila Morie Jabbie 

Robert C. Jacobs ’72 

Thomas C. James ’70 

Jewish Community  
Endowment Fund 

Jean M. Johnston ’62 

Danielle Jones 

Donald E. Jones ’71 

Jerome Kaplan 

Elaine Katzer ’45 

Kimberly A. Kearney ’10 

Richard O. Keller ’71 

Anne Marie P. Kelley ’71 

Raymond W. Kerstetter ’75 

James R. Kibelstis ’71 

Ruth A. Kiefer ’65 

Robert C. Killian ’65 

Eileen M. Kimble ’67 

Richard C. Kleinsmith ’72 

Frederick J. Kmita ’69 

Gerold Knauerhase ’62 

John D. Komar ’51 

Mitchell B. Kowal ’62 

Joseph P. Kozak ’69 

Mary D. Kraus ’72 

Paul E. Kreamer ’48 

Frances E. Krenslak ’54 

Karen A. Krob ’79 

Mary Ann Kusner 

Donald E. Landis ’67 

Kimberly A. Latona ’05 

Jon Lenrow 

Dorothy Levan ’84 

Elizabeth M. Lewis ’66 

Lincoln Financial Group 
Foundation 

Lawrence R. LoRusso ’60 

Richard E. Ludwick ’48 

Rosemary Macrie ’61 

Nancy L. Macur ’65 

Nadine M. Maher 

Lorraine J. Mancuso ’67 

Gary S. Martosella ’79 

Sanders L. McCutchen ’75 

Johanna H. McDonald ’50 

Gwendolyn McNuckles ’10 

Patricia Meller ’73 

Anne E. Mellon ’52 

Albert C. Menger ’68 

Sylvie Meynet-Kral ’94 

Edwin Miller 

Dorothy Mitchum ’39 

Robert J. Moffe ’74 

Leann M. Mohr ’65 

Karen R. Moore ’07 

Anthony J. Morrone ’48 

Lawrence A. Morton ’67 

Joseph Motz 

Sarah C. Moyer ’52 

Patricia A. Munyan ’69 

S. Edward Murphy ’37 

Grace M. Nahigian ’54 

Harry S. Nelson ’50 

James L. Newman ’90 

Carla Martine Norwood ’10 

Maria L. O’Neill ’80 

Gregory C. Ott ’69 

John T. Oxenford ’69 

Donna M. Page ’79 

Raymond L. Palzer ’52 

Richard M. Parker ’52 

Barbara A. Parker ’77 

Thomas W. Patterson ’62 

Doris Ann Patton ’97 

Sheila Perkins 

Joseph N. Perretti ’80 

Janet E. Pflaumer ’62 

Thomas J. Picardo ’88 

Adrieanna Pierce ’00 

Camille T. Pierre ’05 

John M. Piosa ’68 

John Powell 

PSEG 

Jessica Anne Quilter 

Maria B. Rapchick ’79 

Arthur R. Redgrave ’67 

Clifford D. Reinert ’67 

John P. Richardson ’49 

Albert L. Riess ’68 

Sonovia Riley-Law ’06 

Margaret M. Robus ’89 

Alfred Rotelle ’61 

Janice M. Rowan ’60 

Barbara S. Rowland ’51 

Lee T. Ryan ’69 

Robert Saks ’49 

Kathleen Salvato ’92 

Joseph P. Salvo ’73 

Paul S. Salvo ’72 

Richard J. ’64 & Carole A. 
Santillo ’67 

Kent B. Schlotterer ’63 

Dennis P. Schmidt ’67 

John W. Shane ’73 

Carol Sherman

Enos E. Shupp ’35 

William S. Sibson ’59 

Anthony A. Sindoni ’72 

Carlene J. Sloan 

Alyse W. Smith ’47 

Eileen Marie Snyder ’02 

David J. Sommerville ’68 

Louise M. Sori ’52 

Mary P. Steelman ’54 

Carolyn A. Stone 

Cathy E. Surina 

Natalka A. Swavely ’81 

Laura Theis ’92 

John H. Thomas ’51 

Raymond C. Thorne ’71 

David G. Veit ’61 

Vendlink, LLC 

Verizon Foundation 

Valerie D. Vernon ’70 

Victory Enterprises 

E. Jean Vorters ’81 

Thomas William Wade ’07 

Henry W. Walton ’84 

M. Karen Weaver ’60 

Robert L. Weikel ’47 

Fred L. Weisgerber ’79 

Wells Fargo Community 
Support 

Margaret B. Wenzel ’60 

R. John Werner ’66 

Gerald D. White ’79 

Kenneth G. Wigglesworth ’51 

Sylvia Williams ’10 

Anne F. Williams ’45 

Harry L. Willits ’38 

Deborah M. Wilson ’62 

Elaine M. Wilson ’97 

Mary C. Wolfe ’68 

Karen L. Woll ’71 

William Wolpert ’77 

Stephen S. Wright ’66 

Ann M. Yiambellis ’99 

Durval A. York ’70 

Sophonie Zamor ’10 

Janet E. Zimmer ’74 



Take Advantage of the Walker Center
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Our workshops are beneficial to 
alumni who may be continuing their 
education, or simply want to enhance 
their skills in a particular area. 

Dr. Deborah Willis: Creating a Vision
Dr. Willis, the chair of the 
Department of Photography and 
Imaging at the Tisch School of 
the Arts at New York University, 
acknowledges that Peirce provided 
the foundation for the rest of her 
career: “What I got from the Peirce 
experience was a community; 
people who helped me develop 
ideas.” She says she learned how 
to process information as well as 
develop writing and researching 
skills. However, let it not be said 
she spent all of her time in the 
classroom – she fondly remembers 
joining with her fellow athletic 
boosters in cheering Peirce teams 
at sporting events.

After Peirce, Dr. Willis went on to 
earn degrees from the Philadelphia 
College of Art (now University 
of the Arts), The City University 
of New York, Pratt Institute, 
and George Mason University. 

During her career, she has received 
both Guggenheim and MacArthur 
Fellowships in recognition of her 
accomplishments. 

She has been named among 
the 100 Most Important People 
in Photography by American 
Photography Magazine, and her 
photographic work has been 
exhibited around the world. A 
prolific author, Dr. Willis’ most 
recent publications include Posing 
Beauty: African American Images 
from the 1890s to the Present; 
Michelle Obama: The First Lady in 
Photographs; and Black Venus 2010: 
They Called Her “Hottentot”. 

In reflecting on her experience 
here in light of the stellar career 
she has enjoyed, Dr. Deborah Willis 
believes that “Peirce gives you the 
opportunity to create opportunities. 
That’s what happened for me.”

Dr. Deborah 
Willis’ 
journey as an 
internationally-
renowned 
author, 
academic, 
historian, 
curator, and art 
photographer 
has taken her 
literally around 

the world - but she can trace the 
beginning of her professional path 
right to Peirce. 

When she started her studies here 
in the 1960s, it was at the urging 
of her father, a Philadelphia police 
officer, who believed business studies 
would ensure her future employment 
success. While he had set his sights 
on his daughter getting a job at City 
Hall after graduation, Deborah Willis’ 
vision was to take her much further. 

Dr. Deborah Willis

The Walker Center for Academic 
Excellence (WCAE) provides a wide 
range of support services to students, 
but did you know that it offers benefits 
for graduates as well? WCAE Program 
Supervisor Kareem Calliste tells more.

When I was asked to write an article  
for Peirce Perspectives, I thought about 
the message I wanted to share with 
every Peirce College alum who reads 
this and believe it can be summed up 
with two words: “Take advantage.” 

For instance, all Peirce College alumni 
can take advantage of numerous 
WCAE services, well after they have 
graduated. Alumni can attend any of 
the numerous workshops we offer 
throughout the year on academic  
and/or personal enrichment, as well 
as our workshops that focus on 
technology skills such as Microsoft 
Excel 2007 or PowerPoint 2007. 

You are welcome to come to the 
Walker Center and use our computers 
for your professional needs (there is  
a small charge for printing). 

To take advantage  
of our programs  
and services, visit 
www.peirce.edu and 
go to the Walker 
Center “quicklink”,  
or email us at 
WCAE@peirce.edu or 
call 215.670.9251.
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Walker Center 
Supervisor Kareem 
Calliste works to 
promote students’ 
academic excellence



PERSPECTIVES
PEIRCE The alumni newsletter  

from Peirce College®

Peirce College
1420 Pine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage

PAID
Philadelphia, PA 
Permit No. 2618

Calendar of Events
The Peirce College Alumni Association invites you to join with 
your fellow alumni at the following events. 

Tuesday, November 29 
Microsoft PowerPoint 2007 
sponsored by the Walker Center

59 College Hall 
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM – Free

RSVP to wcae@peirce.edu

Thursday, December 1  
Philadelphia Happy Hour

Fox and Hound  
1501 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 
5:30 PM to 7:30 PM –  
Cash Bar, Free Snacks

RSVP to alumni@peirce.edu  
or call 215-670-9323

Monday, December 5 
Uncle Sam Wants You!  
How to Apply for a Government 
Job sponsored by Career 
Development Services

69 College Hall 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM – Free

RSVP to CDS@peirce.edu  
by 11/30/11

Become a Fan 
on Facebook
Join the Peirce 
College Alumni 
Association on 
Facebook and “like” 
our page to learn the 
latest news from your 
Alumni Association. 
Our Facebook page 
will be spotlighting 
our alumni and 
upcoming events, 
as well as hosting 
fun photos and facts 
about Peirce from 
throughout the years. 
Don’t forget to “like” 
the Peirce 
College main 
page, too.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
The holiday season is a perfect time  
to reflect on our blessings and  
express gratitude to those who  
play a part in our lives. 

Thank you for being part of the Peirce 
family and supporting the College in 
fulfilling its mission of transforming 
lives. We are privileged to have you 
represent Peirce in your community, 
workplace, and the world.

On behalf of the Faculty, Staff, and 
Administration of Peirce College,  
I wish you and yours the very best  
this Holiday Season!

President James J. Mergiotti


